
Hong Kong Catholic Diocesan Schools Council 

Tentative programme for DSC Principals’ Visit to Auckland 2007 

Aims: After the trip, the participants should have known more about 
· the special character of Catholic schools in NZ 
· the aims of religious education and how it is taught in NZ schools  
· education system of NZ and various aspects of interests, e.g. principal support, reading 

recovery and the new assessment system NCEA 

Date: 8/6/07 – 16/6/07 

Costs: Flight ticket-approx: HK$6480 (including HK airport tax, additional fuel charge) 
Accommodation (tea, coffee, microwave are free in motel) and whole group transport, course 
fees HK$2700,If go to Rotorua for sightseeing and relaxation on 15/6 & 16/6, additional 
cost will be HK900 per person, including accommodation at Rotorua, transport, 
admission fees for shows.  
Breakfast-self catering in motel 
Lunch-self-catering, e.g. pack sandwiches, or buy food at tuck shop in schools  
Dinner-sharing cost and free to join  
Total-Approx. HK9600-HK$10500 

Quota: 32principals/Panel Chair of English (1 foc per 15tickets, each can save aroung HK200) 
 

Day Date Programme  

 8/6 (Friday) 18:00 departure (Air NZ)  

1 9/6 (Sat) 

Arrival at NZ around 10am 

Check in Motel 

Lunch and city tour 

Diner and other programmes 

 

2 10/6 (Sun) 

Breakfast at Motel 

11:00 Mass at Chinese Catholic Community 

12:30 lunch (Chinese Dim Sum) 

14:30 visit Sunday Chinese school 

 visit Mt Eden (a dead volcano) 

16:30 Tour in other parts of city 

18:30 dinner, Casino / free time 

 

4 11/6 (Mon) 

9:00 visit Catholic Schools Office 

10:00 Workshop – at Catholic Education 

Office in NZ (with lunch) 

16:30 return to motel/drop off at City Centre 

 

5 12/6(Tue) 
9:30 school visit (primary and secondary) 

l6.30 return to motel 
 



 

6 13/6 (Wcd) 
9:30 Sightseeing (share cost) 

6.30 - dinner 
 

7 14/6 (Thur) 

9:00 workshop at School of Education 

(University of Auckland) School Leadership 

Centre 

14:00 Free time/ visit Cornwall Park 

16:30 return to motel 

 

8 15/6 (Fri) 

Morning-Mrs Gunn of the School Leadership 

Centre – workshop 

- Sunshine Bookstore (mainly 

supplying readers) 

- visit the Moari culture 

11:30 lunch, Check out motel 

12:30 p.m. – head for Rotorua. 

Afternoon – sightseeing and farm show, 

cultural show 

6:30pm – dinner 

check in motel 

 

9 16/6(Sat) morning - sightseeing,  

  

afternoon - back to Auckland and shopping 

local products 

6:30 pm simple dinner 

8:00ppm Head for airport and depart NZ at 

11pm 

 

10 17/6 (Sun) Arrival in HK at about 8am  

�



�
Ideas for Catholic School Principals from Hong Kong 

Below are suggested outlines for five options and we invite the Hong Kong principals to select two of these for their visit to 
The University of Auckland School Leadership Centre on June 14.�

COACHING AND MENTORING 
An introduction to the principles and practice of coaching and mentoring for teachers and principals in 
New Zealand schools: 

· creating a learning organisation 
· coaching teachers 
· ‘Mentoring Principals’ programme 
· ‘First Time Principals’ programme 

LEADING EDUCATIONAL CHANGE IN NEW ZEALAND SCHOOLS 
New Zealand has undergone major reform in education since the 1980s that has changed the focus of 
the principal's role: 

· overview of recent education reform in New Zealand 
· experience of a principal in leading change in their school 
· discussion forum comparing reforms In Hong Kong and New Zealand 

PROMOTING READING IN SCHOOLS 
It can no longer be assumed that all children will choose to read regularly. This session looks at 
strategies and programmes to encourage reading in schools and homes: 

· government programmes promoting reading 
· promoting reading school-wide 
· reading for boys 

ENQUIRY-BASED LEARNING 
This session focuses on student-centred learning pedagogies: 

· student-centred learning 
· developing learning outcomes 
· integrating assessment and learning 
· the value of teacher feedback/feedforward  
· inter-active classrooms 

RECENT RESEARCH ON IMPROVING STUDENT LEARNING 
The New Zealand Ministry of Education has undertaken a series of research studies called best 
evidence syntheses. This session looks at recent research on quality teaching and professional learning 
for teachers that improves student outcomes: 

· Best Evidence Synthesis research on quality teaching for diverse students 
· Best Evidence Synthesis research on effective teacher professional development  
· implications of this research for schools 



 


